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of whom but little is known, and only a few scattered
communities of the latter dwell in the Northern Shan
States, namely, in Hsen Wi and Hsipaw. The Muhsos
are said to be a warlike tribe, and it is known the
Chinese of Yunnan have frequently been in conflict
with them, and were only subdued as late as 1887,
when a Chinese General found it necessary to use
Krupp guns against them. They are very expert
cross-bowmen, and their arrows are often poisoned.
Prince Henri d'Orleans travelled through their country
in 1895, and speaks of them as having been at one
time Buddhists, though now they have mostly reverted
to their old spirit worship. He also states they have
a written character not unlike Chinese, and assumes
the Lolos and Muhsos to be practically the same
tribe.

The Lolos occupy country in south Ssu-chuan,
near the Ssii-chuan and Yunnan border, and are de-
scribed as a tall, energetic race. They mix a great
deal with the Chinese, and have a written character
resembling that called Indo-Pali, having its origin in
picture-writing. They burn their dead, and have a
curious form of religion based on a belief in a future
state of retribution. In a few cases only have Lolos
adopted Buddhism. Mr. Hosie, who in 1883 jour-
neyed from Chengtu, the capital of Ssii-chuan to
Yiinnanfu, passed through their country, and records
the number of Chinese garrisons in mud forts in
the valleys to control this people, while the hill
country is left severely alone by them. In fact, the
Lolos, who appeared a warlike, truculent race and
are continually raiding, were distinctly held in dread
by the Chinese. From the strongly stockaded Chinese